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Overview

• 115th Congress
• Leadership Transition
• Education Policy

– Federal Budget
– ESSA
– WIOA

• Immigration



115th Congress

House of 
Representatives

– 238 Republicans
– 193 Democrats
– 4Vacancies

Senate
– 51 Republicans
– 47 Democrats
– 2 Independents
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IndependentsBerne Sanders, VTAngus King. MEConvenes at 12 pm on January 3, 2017



House of Representatives

• Leadership
– Speaker of the House – Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI)

• Education and Workforce
– Chair – Rep. Virginia Foxx (R-NC)



U.S. Senate

• Leadership
– Majority Leader – Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

• HELP Committee
– Chair – Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN)
– Ranking Member – Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA)
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Presentation Notes
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN) Chair of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee and Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) ranking member. 



U.S. Department of Education

• Secretary of Education – Betsy DeVos

• Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Delegated the 
Authority of the Assistant Secretary of Elementary and 
Secondary Education – Jason Botel

• Assistant Deputy Secretary and OELA Director –
Jose Viana

• Assistant Sec. for Career, Technical,
and Adult Education – Scott Stump
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Presentation Notes
Scott Stump, a former asst. provost within the Colorado Community College System, was nominated in May 2018 and is awaiting senate confirmation



Proposed Reorganization of ED

• Executive Order 13781 (March 2017)
– Streamline agencies

– Reduce inefficiencies and redundancies

• Draft proposal (February 2018)
– Two phases of reorganization

– Consolidation of Office of English
Language Acquisition (OELA) into
Office of Elementary and Secondary
Education (OESE)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To comply with the order, the Department of Education last May set up an internal committee to take advice on potential changes and outline how to overhaul the agency. A separate committee within the department has, meanwhile, met to identify regulations to propose for elimination.Some of the changes being proposed by the department would require congressional approval. Others, such as the elimination of the office of the under secretary, the department could accomplish on its own.



Federal Budget Process

Budget Proposal

February

Budget Resolution

17 Appropriations Bills
(Labor-HHS-Education)

President’s
Signature

By September 30

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A type of appropriations resolution that continues the pre-existing appropriations at the same levels as the previous fiscal year (or with minor modifications) for a set amount of time.President Barack Obama  signed the bill containing the continuing resolution  into law Sept. 29–just about 36 hours before the end of fiscal 2016.The President signature comes about 16 hours after members of the House passed a “clean” funding bill 342-85 Wednesday night. Agencies now are funded at the most at 2016 levels through Dec. 9.The 2017 United States federal budget is the United States federal budget for fiscal year 2017, which lasts from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017. President Barack Obama's budget proposal was submitted to the 114th Congress on February 9, 2016.[5] The 2017 fiscal year overlaps the end of the Obama administration and the beginning of the Trump administration, with final appropriations legislation expected to pass during the beginning of the latter.



FY2018 ED Budget

FY2017 FY2018

Title I - ESSA $15.5 billion $15.8billion

Title III -
ESSA

$737 million $737 million

Title II - WIOA $582 million $617 million

Two “minibus” bills for 5 agencies passed and signed in late 
September with a continuing resolution for remainder until 7 

December
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A "minibus" of three bills (Energy & Water, Legislative Branch, and Military Construction & VA) was conferenced, and has passed both chambers and was signed by the President on 9/21.A "minibus" of two bills (Defense and Labor-HHS-Education) along with a continuing resolution for the remaining bills through December 7 was conferenced. It passed the Senate on 9/18 and the House on 9/26. The president signed the bill into law on 9/28.



FY 2018 Budget Outline - Education

• Increases funding to the Department of Education by $2.6 
billion vs. 2017 funding levels, totaling $70.9 billion

• Increases ESSA Title I funding by $300 million

• Level funds ESSA Title III at $737 million

• Increases funding for 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers by $20 million

• Increases school safety funding by $22 million

• $240 million funding for Fulbright programs



Reauthorization

Law passed Renewal date New law

Elementary and Secondary Education Act
Higher Education Act

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

• Reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA)

• Replaces the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB)

• Signed into law
December 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greatly decreases the role of the federal government in K-12 educationPassed with broad bipartisan supportPassed with support of diverse set of stakeholders



ESSA Timeline

2015 2016 2017 2018* 2019

December 2015: 
President signed 

ESSA into law

August 1, 2016: 
ESEA waivers expired

October 1, 2016: 
competitive programs

March & July 2017: 
State Title I Plans are 

due to ED
2018 ESSA plans 
reviewed by ED

July 1, 2017: 
Formula Funds

2018-2019: 
Full Implementation 



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

Legislation Regulation

Rulemaking
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Presentation Notes
In administrative law, rule-making is the process that executive and independent agencies use to create, or promulgate, regulations. In general, legislatures first set broad policy mandates by passing statutes, then agencies create more detailed regulations through rulemaking.Neg reg is shorthand for when a bunch of policy experts and advocates get in a room and try to hash out agreement on regulations. In this case the negotiators are talking about tests and a spending provision known as "supplement-not-supplant." Those are important, but they are really side issues compared to accountability, which will go through the typical rulemaking process.Making sure that tests are valid and reliable for ELLs, a population that's growing exponentially but is notoriously difficult to assess.



Shifts from NCLB / ESEA Waivers

• No requirement for states to implement teacher 
evaluation systems and/or link results to student test 
scores.

• Migrates many previous Title III requirements to Title I.

• Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and Highly Qualified 
Teacher (HQT) eliminated.

• Shifts focus from “college and career readiness” to all 
children receiving “high-quality education” to close 
achievement gaps.



ESSA Title III

• Title III, Part A formula grant maintained

• After consultation with LEAs representing the geographic 
diversity of the state, States must establish and implement 
standardized EL entrance and exit procedures. NEW

• Any student who might be an EL must be assessed for 
status within 30 days of enrollment. NEW

• SEAs may use 5% of Title III funds that is set-aside for 
state-level activities to support status assessment. NEW

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Title III, Part A formula grant maintained to provide supplemental funds and support to States to help ELs achieve language proficiency as well as meet the same challenging academic standards that all students are expected to meet.



Reporting Requirements for ELs
States must

• Report the number and percentage of ELs meeting 
standards including 4 years after no longer receiving Title III 
services. Reports must include specific category for ELs 
with a disability.

• The number and percentage of ELs that have not reached 
proficiency within 5 years. 

• Must report on the academic performance of ELs, long-term 
ELs and ELs with special needs.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
States’ implementation challengeEach State will determine its own policies, practice and criteria for reclassifying EL students. Could include home-language surveys, EL Classification- Screener/ Placement tests, etc.



ESSA Toolkit 

English Learners & ESSA: What 
Educators Need to Know 

www.tesol.org/essa



Adult Education
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA)

– Signed into law July 22, 2014

– Reauthorizes and replaces the Workforce Investment 
Act of 1998 (WIA)

– Effective date of implementation July 1, 2015

– State plans and accountability
provisions took effect
July 1, 2016
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Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) replaces WIA and will be in effect for the next five years (2015-2020). The purpose of WIOA is to better align the workforce system with education and economic development in an effort to create a collective response to economic and labor market challenges on the national, state, and local levels. WIOA establishes core measures for Adult and Dislocated Worker Funding (including Title II, Title III, and Title IV), which includes the revision of the three WIA measures and two additional measures. The connections between adult education, postsecondary education and workforce will be strengthened. A strong emphasis will be placed on ensuring State and Local providers offer adult education and skills development, including Career Pathways, to accelerate achievement of diplomas and credentials, but most importantly, to become a partner in their children’s education and improving their family’s economic futures. Preparing Adult ELLs for Rigorous CCR Standards will produce new resources to improve instructional services provided to adult students who are ELLs.  In consultation with appropriate experts and groups, the contractor shall meet the following objectives:



AEFL Activities under WIOA

• Adult education
• Literacy
• Workplace adult education

and literacy
• Family Literacy
• English Language Acquisition
• Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education
• Workplace preparation activities
• Integrated Education and Training

Presenter
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WIOA defines 8 AEFL activities. Four were in WIA, three of those were altered. 



WIOA Toolkit 

English Learners & WIOA: What Educators Need to Know 

www.tesol.org/wioa



Higher Education Act

• Last authorized as the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act in 2008 
– Was due for reauthorization in 2013

• Promoting Real Opportunity, Success and 
Prosperity Through Education Reform (PROSPER) 
Act - H.R. 4508
– Introduced December 2017
– Passed out of committee on party lines

Presenter
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Since the original Higher Education Act (HEA) was created in 1965, the sweeping law governing federal higher education programs has been rewritten eight separate times. The current HEA was set to expire at the end of 2013 but was extended while Congress works on the next reauthorization. Among the issues that likely will be included in the final bill are affordability and college costs; access, persistence and completion; better information for consumers; student loan programs; accreditation and oversight; innovation; and the burden of federal regulations. ACE works with Congress and the administration on an ongoing basis to ensure the views of our members are reflected in each reauthorization.HEA is the single most important piece of legislation overseeing the relationship between the federal government, colleges and universities, and students. The legislation authorizes various federal aid programs within the Department of Education that support students pursuing a postsecondary education, including grant programs that support efforts to expand and increase access for low-income and first-generation students, such as TRIO.



Student Visas

Proposed increase of SEVP fees

Fee Current Proposed

I–901 F/M $200 $350

I–17 Initial Certification $1700 $3000

I–17 Recertification $0 $1250

Site Visit—initial $655 $655

Site Visit—new location $0 $655



“Public Charge” rule

• Evaluate whether someone is likely to 
become reliant on public benefits
– Cash benefits such as Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF)

• Expand definition
– Include health and other

benefits
– Families as well as

individuals

• 60-day comment period

Presenter
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Public charge is the determination that evaluates whether someone is likely to become reliant on public benefits, and consequently whether he or she may enter the country or modify his or her immigration status to become a permanent resident (a “green card” holder). Historically, the determination has only considered cash benefits like Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), local General Assistance (GA) payments, and long-term care benefits. The federal government estimates the plan would affect about 380,000 people annually, restricting their ability to use housing vouchers, Medicaid, food stamps, and other forms of public support.Use of benefits previously has only been examined if they were used by the immigrant themselves — not by a member of their family. The proposed rule would expand the benefits under consideration to include core safety-net programs, including health, nutrition, and housing benefits. It would change the meaning of the term public charge, redefine and expand the types of benefits considered in public charge determinations, and outline new processes for conducting what’s called the “totality of circumstances” test, the test used to examine a range of factors to determine whether an immigrant is likely to become a public charge.



Change to Duration of Status

• F-1 non-immigrant visas
– Visa is valid as long as recipient maintains nonimmigrant 

student status

• Change to “maximum period of authorized 
stay”
– Possible extensions
– May apply to other visa 

categories

• Target date of Sept 2019
for proposed rule

Presenter
Presentation Notes
this agenda adds reference to a plan to replace the duration of status (D/S) admission period with "a maximum period of authorized stay, and options for extensions, for each applicable visa category.As an F-1 student, to maintain your student status you should complete your program of study by the program end date listed on your Form I-20, "Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Status." If you need more time to graduate or complete your program, you must request a later program end date by contacting your designated school official (DSO), who can print an updated Form I-20 for you.



DACA

• Deferred Action on Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
• Rescinded by President Trump in September 2017
• Federal judge ruled DACA must stay in place
• If the 9th Circuit Court upholds the decision, it can 

be appealed to the Supreme Court by the 
Administration.

• Process is likely to take at least 1-2 years

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On February 16, 2015, United States District Judge Andrew S. Hanen, of the United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas, Brownsville Division, issued a preliminary injunction against an executive action taken by President Barack Obama that would have given Illegal immigrants legal status and protection and let them apply for work permits.[why?][1][2] The U.S. government on February 23, 2015 asked the Court to lift the injunction while it appealed his ruling to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans;[3][4] it also proposed that that the Court could issue a partial stay that would allow every state except for Texas to start implementing DAPA.[4]The 4-4 tie, which left in place an appeals court ruling blocking the plan, amplified the contentious election-year debate over the nation’s immigration policy and presidential power. The decision was just nine words long: “The judgment is affirmed by an equally divided court.”



Other Bills

• DREAM Act - HR 3440 / S 1615
– Bipartisan support
– House bill has 200 co-sponsors

• Over a dozen other bills introduced to 
address DREAMers



DACA Recipients

Bar Removal of Individuals who Dream and 
Grow our Economy (BRIDGE) Act

– Over 741,000 current DACA recipients

– Bill introduced with bipartisan support

– If enacted, would provide “provisional protected 

presence” for DACA recipients

– Would allow DACA-eligible individuals to apply

Presenter
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Senators Durbin (D-IL), Feinstein (D-CA), Graham (R-SC), and Murkowski (R-AK) introduced the Bar Removal of Individuals who Dream and Grow our Economy (BRIDGE) Act, which would provide work authorization and relief from deportation to individuals who are eligible for the DACA initiative created in 2012 by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS).Under DACA, eligible individuals who arrived in the United States as children, pass a background check and meet specific age, education, and United States residency requirements, are granted a temporary reprieve from deportation and are eligible to receive a renewable two-year work permit. Currently, over 741,000 individuals have received DACA.According to those reports, the BRIDGE Act would provide what the bill calls “provisional protected presence,” relief from deportation, and employment authorization for three years to DACA-eligible individuals.Under the bill, individuals who are not DACA recipients but who are eligible for DACA would be able to apply. Like DACA, this bill would require individuals to pay a fee, undergo a background check and show they meet the eligibility criteria.



Reaching English Learners Act (2018)

• Introduced January 2018 by Rep. Jim Langevin (D-RI-2)
• House and Senate versions

– H.R. 4838 – House Bill
– S. 3408 – Senate Bill

• Provides additional Title II-B funding under the Higher 
Education Act. 

• Provides funds to 
– improve teacher preparation programs to train teacher candidates to 

effectively teach ELs. 
– to create partnerships between teacher preparation programs and LEAs to 

provide meaningful professional experiences for teacher candidates.

Presenter
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Teacher prep programs will be given grants to improve training for future teachers – focus on allowing teacher candidates to better understand the academic, social, and emotional needs of EL, and develop skills needed for community and parent outreach. Current status: introduced to House, not yet sent to committee



2019 TESOL Advocacy & Policy Summit

June 2019
Arlington, VA

Upcoming Events:

Registration opens February 2019
www.tesol.org/advocacy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy UpdatesAdvocacy TrainingCongressional Visits



TESOL Publications

http://bookstore.tesol.org

Use code “WITESOL” 
for 15% off through
30 November 2018

http://bookstore.tesol.org/


TESOL International Association
http://www.tesol.org

E-mail: jsegota@tesol.org
Twitter: @JohnSegota

SlideShare.net
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