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Why have a reading group on race? 

• Our roles in second language education necessitates that we “engage in daily 
critical reflection of how our ideas of race influence what we teach, how we 
teach it, and how we understand our students” (Kubota & Lin, 2009, p. 17). 

• A reading group on race provides the opportunity for an ongoing, rigorous and 
supportive discussion about race and its role in our lives and classrooms. 

What are some recommendations? 

• Develop interest and institutional support by talking to colleagues at all levels. 
• Establish clear, but flexible goals, and learn about each person’s motivations, 

interests and expectations. 
• Agree on rules for discussion.  
• Start with an introductory article. Reference lists can be used to choose future 

articles. Also consider resources and experts within and outside of your 
department. 

• Consider bringing discussion questions.  
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