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K-2 Writing: 1st Place 

 

Food 

by: Zajjailia Xiong 

I think the world needs more fresh food for people to eat. We need more food so people don’t starve. 

There are too many people starving! I think we can teach people how to grow food. All they need is 

seeds, soil and water. It’s easy! If people can grow their own food then people could start eating 

healthy fruits and vegetables from their farm or garden. Everyone in the world could have food if they 

knew how to grow it. It would be amazing if we could grow enough food for everyone. People in the 

world need more food.  



 

K-2 Writing: 2nd Place 

What the World Needs 

by: Jaelyn Zuniga 

 

The world needs more people to show compassion because people can help others. We need more 

listening to your teachers and your friends because it is respectful. More people need to have fun with 

their pets and be good to the animals. The world needs you to be kind to your friends because then 

you can make people happy. The world needs more books so people can read and get smart. The 

world needs these things to make it better. 

 

 



 

K-2 Writing: 3rd Place 

Make the World a Nice Place 

by: Luz Maria Gonzalez Comi 

 

I would like to tell you what the world needs more of. The world needs more vacuums because the 

house always needs to be clean. The world needs more books so you can learn. You can practice the 

sight words and study them so you can read. The world needs more teachers because if you didn’t 

have a teacher it will be hard to learn. It also needs more schools so kids have a safe place to learn. 

Also the world needs more healthy food so our bodies will be strong and we can be healthier. I hope 

we can make the world a nice place. 

 

 



K-2 Art: 1st Place 

Help the Homeless 

by: Francisco de Jesus Calderon Pena 

 



3-5  Writing: 1st Place 

Accepting Others 

by: Nigel Thao 

This world needs more people who don’t look at what color skin people have. It shouldn’t be about 

whether or not you’re black, or brown, or white. No one should think, “I’m better because I’m white”. 

People are people, no one is better than another person because of their skin color. Some people 

think, “No, I don’t like you because your skin is a different color than mine!” I feel that everyone 

should be treated the same, no matter what their skin color is. 

 



 

3-5  Writing: 2nd Place 

Make the World Better 

by: Daniel Perez Martinez 

There’s a lot of things the world needs to make it a better place. We need to be safe, take care of 

nature, and have clean air. We can be safe if the world had more police because there are a lot of 

bad people in this world. The police can help us and we need to trust that they will help us make the 

world more peaceful. The world also needs to take better care of our environment. We need more 

trees because too many people cut down trees and then we are not getting fresh oxygen. The world 

also needs clean water so we have healthy water to drink and the fish will have a place to live. Too 

many people throw trash in the water and we need to clean it up. The world also needs to take care 

of the animals more. We need to stop destroying the animals’ homes in the forest and we should 

save and adopt the dogs and cats who want a home. The pets will help keep your house safe too. 

The world needs more clean air. There is too much pollution and bad air that a lot of people will get 

sick or die. If the world had cleaner air we could be healthy and go outside more and exercise and 

enjoy more sunlight. We all need to work at making the world a better place. The world needs us to 

do our part! I hope you enjoyed this and make the world better!  



3-5  Writing: 3rd Place 

Education is Power 

by Evelin Velazquez 

No one can take your education away from you no matter what. One of the things that I think we need 

more of in this world and life is education. I think education is really important. Education is power. If 

you have a good education you can be a better person in life. You will always be learning new 

information and can use that to help people or create new inventions that may save someone’s life. 

Another reason is that you can get a great job and be someone special. How wonderful to make a 

difference in the world! You can really do something with your life when you have an education. My 

other reason is that if you have an education and are bilingual you can help people that don’t speak 

English. In conclusion, you should never give up and you should keep going to school because 

education is one of the things that we need more of in this world. 

 

 



3-5  Art: 1st Place 

Lego World 

by: Aidan Hernandez 

 



6-8  Writing: 1st Place 

Humanity 

by: Sahra Ahmed 

I have no hesitation in answering from my perspective. What the world needs more of its humanity. People are more 

concerned with themselves than each other. Selfishness and greed have became the plague of humanity and with the 

internet rising, it recently increased. I think that people watch others on the internet too much that it destroys their perception 

of how the world is. There is a population of people who want to do something they see others doing. They imitate it so hard 

and exactly that it takes the joy out of the experience. They want to achieve as an individual not as a species. Just because a 

few people focus on themselves and chose to ignore humanity, it doesn’t mean that humanity as a whole is not needed. In 

fact, humanity is one of the logical things out there. Humanity is a compassionate, sympathetic, and a generous behavior. I 

almost like to describe humanity as empathy. The ability to understand and share the feelings of others. Even though the two 

seem quite different, they have a lot in common. One of the best parts of humanity is the moment when people shift from an 

outsider to someone who wants to hear and learn about your life. This is where the importance of the two parts of empathy 

come in place, identification and reaction. Identification is the ability to understand and share the feelings of another human 

being and reaction is the sympathy for the other person’s feelings. From time to time, you will notice a blind person not being 

helped. Often times, some people forget kindness, empathy, and humanity as a whole. The world has gotten so big without 

no humanity that people now have their own worlds. Everyone is living in their own bubble thinking the world is perfect. If no 

one realizes the crisis we are living in, then the fighting and wars will never end. I do not believe there will ever be a time 

when the fighting will stop. But if I had one wish in life, that would be it. Bring back the humanity. Enough already! Throughout 

the years, there have been wars around the globe. The war in Syria is a perfect example of inhumanity. It has been going on 

for many years but no one did anything about it. It was horrifying to see devastating pictures while everyone else was doing 

their thing and living in their own world. These are real lives of real children and families living in fear and desperation. In just 

31 days, one month, 51 people were murdered and 299 were shot in Chicago. That's extreme cruelty and brutal behavior. 

Now I don't mean that everyone has to be a hero and save the day, but showing a little kindness and sympathy can make a 

change. Change takes a long time but it shouldn't the same actions to repeat itself. Last year was described as bad for 

everyone. I mean everyone, even the animals. So far, this year isn't different. The same things are happening every day and 

night. To make the world a better place, we need to forget selfishness and help each other. Humanity is what the world 

needs more of. 



6-8  Writing: 2nd Place 

A World Without Wars 

by: Daniel Samano 

What I think the world needs more of is less wars because even though this is one of the most 

peaceful times in human history, I still think we could do a little better. For instance, I think we could 

stop the civil war in Yemen or try to make a cease fire agreement in both Syria and Iraq.We should be 

focusing on building up the countries that are having problems with terrorists so they could become 

more stable.The world needs to decrease the amount of armed conflicts going on. Some sources 

state that the United States of America has been at war for 92% of its lifetime and that we have not 

been at peace for more than 10 years. Even now, we are in 3 full fledged wars and we have done 7 

interventions under President Obama, a supposedly liberal non- interventionist president who said he 

was going to get the troops out of Iraq. Our government claims that they want to get out of conflicts 

but they never follow through. The new American president, Donald Trump, has said repeatedly that 

we need to “take the oil” from sovereign countries. This is adding conflict. The only way I see the 

world getting peace is if we called off wars and interventions and help countries rebuild and let them 

prosper like how we did to Japan after WWII. The United States, Russia, China, and the U.N must 

cooperate and make agreements. Thankfully we live in one of the most peaceful times in human 

history and it's starting to get better, but we can still do more. In conclusion, I think the world needs to 

focus less on pointless wars and more on income inequality that’s affecting the world, free health 

care, or one of the more important matters right now which is global warming. We should punish with 

sanctions but not with guns and wars, like President Obama did with Russia. We should follow 

examples of countries that are cutting their military spending. We need less wars. We need it now. 

 



6-8  Writing: 3rd Place 

Gender Acceptance 

by: Wa Xiong 

 

What does the world need more of? Gender acceptance. For example, some people would insult or 

judge men and women about their clothing styles, hairstyles and so on. Eventually some other people 

might begin to be more reckless and harass others as well. Why do other people have to be so 

negative to each other? We should be accepting of each other’s gender roles. First, whenever a 

young lady plays with some of the gender biased toys, the other children would often pick on or make 

fun of her, just because this girl has a different personality trait from the others. That doesn’t mean 

she deserves to be treated like a ‘nobody’. Second, imagine if your son wanted to play with Barbie 

dolls, but suddenly someone decided to play with his feelings--to hurt your son’s feelings. Guys and 

other fellows have feelings too. Boys can be emotional just like females. We should respect boys’ and 

girls’ emotions. Last but not least, boys can wear makeup, girls don’t need to be curvy, boys can wear 

dresses, girls can like girls and boys can like boys. But, our society has to destroy that? They judge 

and bully them. The bullies don’t even know the whole story of the other’s life, of what causes the 

person to act the way they do. People judge others just because they are homosexual, pansexual, 

bisexual etc. But, at least they’re being their true self and not fake. My point is, all genders should 

respect each other’s gender and love each other. This includes the transgender people too. All of 

these people should get along with each other. We have to treat each other right and give devotion to 

each other. It doesn’t matter if someone used to be a boy and changes identity into a female, or a 

female individual who changes their gender to a male. All that matters is, if someone treats you right, 

you should do the same thing to them. With that said, our society should respect each other’s gender 

roles no matter what. 



6-8  Art: 1st Place 

More than Meets the Eye 

by: Lydia Nordyke Larsson 

 

My drawing represents what the world needs more of because it's showing the beauty of the eye. 
Everyone has different experiences and different stories, we have all seen things from our point of 

view. We should all treat each other just as humans. We are all seeing our world from our 
experiences and it's important that everyone can see people for them, the person they are. No 
matter the background, race or religion we are all just humans who want to have a world were 

everyone can have there happy ending. 



9-12  Writing: 1st Place 

What does the World Need More of? 

by: Emily Laredo 

Some teenagers ask: “ Why do we need a high school education?” or “Why is it important?” Later in 

life when you would want to get a job, some companies want you to have a high school diploma to 

work there. “There are also a number of employers who will not even consider hiring a candidate that 

did not graduate from high school”. High school helps you prepare for what you want to do after high 

school. Higher salaries are typically available to high school graduates. You would learn a lot more 

things and have better communication skills when you get a job. You would have more job 

opportunities. “Many teenagers complain about going to school and they always ask why is it 

important to go to high school and have an education.” It’s important to have an education even 

especially after high school. You would have more opportunities, for example you could get a 

scholarship to go to college. You can also gain social skills by working with others in projects. “Having 

a high school diploma is no longer optional, as it was for three generations past, but it is necessary.” I 

think you should still finish high school and get your diploma because you will have so many 

opportunities. Completing the research for this essay has helped me understand the importance of 

graduating from high school. Education is what the world needs more of! 

 

 

 

 

 



9-12  Writing: 2nd Place 

Living Beyond the Successful Life 

by: Kaoxue Vang 

We all think and wonder about different things each day in our life. For example, thinking ahead 

before you make a decision or thinking about the future. One big question that I noticed people don’t 

pay much attention to is thinking about the world. What does the world need more of? I believe the 

most important thing that the world extremely needs more of is successful marriages. Successful 

marriages lead the world to have no broken families. Broken families happen everywhere all around 

the world today. That’s a big issue for kids and teenagers, because they will have more problems 

than other kids that live with both parents. One of the problems that teens have about their parents 

getting divorced is that they seem to lose their self-esteem about the relationship between their 

parents. Teens can be more likely to drop out of school because of thinking too much about the 

divorce and having less support. They will have no one to talk to and can end up being harder to 

control because they didn’t have any other way to share their feelings. This can lead to stress. Broken 

families will cause the world to become a more depressing home for young teens. I believe that no 

one in the world will ever want their family to be broken apart. We might question, "How do we stop 

broken families? What’s the solution?" Now parents, if we would really take the time to think about it, 

there's a way to stop you from divorce. Marriage.com suggests, spend more quality time together. 

Start over from scratch, remember why you both fell in love. A final solution, simply remove divorce 

as an option from your marriage. This will make you and your kid’s life be full of gratefulness. To sum 

up, the world needs more successful marriages. The world doesn’t want people and kids to live with 

broken families. That’s not what the world wants. What the world needs us to do is love each other, 

no divorce, no families being broken apart and just live your life to the fullest. 

 



9-12  Writing: 3rd Place 

What Does the World Need More Of? 

by: Jennifer Hernandez 

What does the world need more of?  

 

Does the world need more positivity? Think about all the bad things that have happened through all the years. Think about 9-11. 

The attacks, the suicides, the murders. People usually think negative in the world. Most people want to get back at others for all 

the bad things they did. How different would the world be if they thought positive? Keeping all the positive things in mind instead of 

the negative. Like kids focusing on school instead of negative things going on. 

 

Many people in this world hurt each other. They always have a reason why. It’s either they did something to them or sometimes it 

could be because of their race. There are many teens who commit suicide because of bullying or abuse. Imagine life being way 

different. For example, what if teens could speak out more? Not just teens but everyone.  

 

Many young people commit suicide because of bullying. “Suicide is the third learning cause of death for 15 to 24 year old” in the 

U.S. Their attitude changes and “for some teenagers, divorce, the formation of a new family or moving to a new community can be 

very unsettling and can intensify self-doubts. Family and friends should be aware of the signs and should help them by talking with 

them about how they feel.  

 

Bullying is a very big situation around the world especially in school. Many students are to afraid to go to school the next day 

because of bullying going on. Students are always worried because of what’s going to happen. “Yet because parents, teachers, 

and other adults don’t always see it, they may not understand how extreme bullying can get.” Students get bullied because of 

appearance and social status, the way they look, the way they act.  

 

In conclusion, I think that thinking positive would help the world more. We all have so much to worry about. The world can be 

different without suicide thoughts and bullying. All because of our appearance, our race, personality, type of friends but we're all 

different and no one is the same. Everyone needs to speak out. No matter what it is speak to the one you trust the most.  



Adult Art: 1st Place 

Adaptability 

by: Ibeth Vanessa Casas Ruiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adult  Writing: 1st Place 

The World Needs a Hero 

by: Ziyu Li 

Pedestrian,  
People,  
Relentless people,  
People that sit on the sidewalks.  
 
Tear,  
Bitter tears,  
Tears seeking help,  
No one is really helping.  
 
Hand,  
Hands,  
Hands regardless of color,  
Hands that help people.  
World,  
The human world,  
The dark sad word,  
The world is waiting for the hero!  

 
 
 
 
Who Knows What the World Needs  
 
Lovely EARTH, please tell me what the world needs; 
Can your bullet marks be recovered? 
 
 Steady SEA, please tell me what the world needs; 
Can your children still travel safely?  
 
Endless SKY, please tell me what the world needs; 
Will I see you again in the future?  
 
I do not know what the world needs, But YOU know 
the needs of the world! 



Adult  Writing: 2nd Place 

Everyday Heroes 

by: Tory Gruenbacher 

Who is a hero? Everybody knows heroes like Superman, Spider-Man or Batman that save people in 

need. There are also those heroes that put their lives on the line to protect others, like veterans 

fighting for freedom. But there are also heroes in our daily life and, in my opinion, everyday heroes is 

what the world needs more of. They are the type of heroes that give individuals hope and get them 

through their darkest moments, the “Everyday heroes”. I think about the young man who offers his 

seat in the bus to an older woman, the mum that brings ice-cream to her broken-hearted daughter, 

the person that intervene in order to stop a fight, the school-kid that generously shares his lunch with 

a starving homeless person or a friend that convinces a drunk friend not to drive. Everybody can be a 

hero! It is the courage and love in an action. A single smile can make someone's day and can make 

you be someone's hero. The typical hero is a strong man with super natural abilities, but for an 

everyday hero, it doesn't matter if you are a woman or a man, how tall, short, skinny or chubby you 

are, if you have blue eyes or brown eyes; if you are from America or Europe. Heroes come in all sizes 

and shapes and can be found everywhere. It can be a friend, a family member, a stay-at home mum, 

your mentor, the guy next door, a businessman, people that do their daily job and asking for nothing 

in return, every single human being on this planet, everybody. Heroes do good things for others, 

actions in love, kindness and courage. It is in our nature and doing good things feels good. If more 

people would help each other, maybe they motivate other people to be someone else's hero. Heroes 

can make the world a better place. So put your “Everyday hero” cape on and be a hero yourself!  

 



Adult  Writing: 3rd Place 

The World Needs More Love 

by: Qi Deng 

 
 
 

What is love? 
Love is a light, 

Illuminating the road we go. 
Do not lose the direction. 

 
What is love? 

Love is a stream, 
That moistens our heart 

Be absorbed it. 
 

What is love? 
Love is a song, 

Like a honey word 
That’s enjoyed. 

 
 

Because of love, 
The bird finds its wings, 

The baby has its parents. 
 

Because of love, 
The flowers get pollen, 
The grass grows high. 

 
Because of love, 

People get strong hands, 
They create a better world.

 

 

 

 


